Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis.
JRA is a multisystem disease characterized by exacerbations and remissions. Recognition of the three modes of onset can important in early diagnosis, identification of extra-articular manifestations, and prognosis. This is a chronic illness that requires consideration of the whole patient, his family, and his place in society, both in the present and in the future. With a positive, comprehensive approach and an awareness of the pitfalls of seeking immediate relief, the physician can help to assure a good functional outcome.